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Revelation 2:8-11
Church in Smyrna
· Good church

· Only Smyrna and Philadelphia receive no rebuke

The Situation on Smyrna
· Enormous civic pride

· 150 earlier was overtaken and had to be rebuilt
· Beautiful harbor city, paved streets, library, gymnasium
· Home town of Homer (prominent shrine to Homer in city)

· Economic battle with Ephesus (35 miles away) 
· To be the best city in Asia

· Engraved into every building they have found from this period

· “Smyrna, the first in Asia”
Things are worse than they seem
· Infamous for the persecution of Christians

· Center for Roman Emperor worship

· Once a year bow down and declare “Caesar is Lord”, receive a mark
· If not: economic sanctions, can’t buy or sell, loss of property, death

· Polycarp (pupil of John) burned at the stake 156 A.D.

· It is a dark, dangerous place for Christians
Verse 9 
·  “I know your tribulation and your poverty” 
· Real tribulation, Real poverty
· “Slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan”
· Religious people are lying about you
· Jesus says the same thing about the Pharisees 
· John 8:39-44

Verse 10
· “Don’t fear what you are about to suffer”
· It is going to get worse

· “Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation.”

· Not just opposed by men, the devil is behind your persecution
· 10 days
· Didn’t get sentenced to prison
· Prison was where your waited to be sentenced (10-30 days)
· “Be faithful unto death”
· WHAT?
· Some of you are going to die (the rest will suffer)
Things are better than they seem 
Jesus is the first and the last (v. 8)

· He is the 1st not Smyrna (or the Emperor)

· Jesus is attacking Smyrna’s civic pride

· He will have the last word

· Not the slandering enemies of the Gospel 

Jesus died and came to life (v. 8)

· He went thru death before us

· Death is not the worst thing that can happen to
Jesus knows your pain (v. 9)

· Psalm 56:8-9 - You have kept count of my tossings;  put my tears in your bottle.  Are they not in your book? Then my enemies will turn back in the day when I call. This I know, that God is for me.

Jesus can make you truly rich (v. 9)
- 
There is a wealth of the soul

· Transcends tribulation, poverty, and death
· The most desperate situations cannot steal our life

· James 2:5 -  “Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?”
You will receive a crown (v. 10)

· James 1:12 – “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.”

· No more pain, slander, shame, tears, depression, discouragement, suffering etc.
You will be saved (v. 11)

· Revelation 20:4-6 - Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.

· If your definition of Grace and Mercy is: 
· “If He was God He would never let me suffer like this”
· “He would never let this happen”
· You are not worshipping the God of the Bible
· God’s primary goal is NOT to spare us from suffering and trials
· From the 1st death
· He is totally committed to rescuing us from second death
· Eternity separated from Him
· THIS IS GRACE – THIS IS MERCY
· This is how we can be free from fear
· Remain faithful
· Rejoice in the midst of trial, suffering, persecution, depression, crisis…
Jesus has the last word 

He has suffered for us - He knows our pain 

He will save us
