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Who’s Your Shepherd?
Reflections on Psalm 23


President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was a gifted communicator. On January 6, 1941, he addressed Congress, delivering the historic "Four Freedoms" speech. At a time when Western Europe lay under Nazi domination, Roosevelt presented a vision in which the American ideals of individual liberties were extended throughout the world. Alerting Congress and the nation to the necessity of war, Roosevelt articulated the ideological aims of the conflict. Eloquently, he appealed to Americans` most profound beliefs about freedom. 

The speech so inspired illustrator Norman Rockwell that he created a series of paintings on the "Four Freedoms" theme. In the series, he translated abstract concepts of freedom into four scenes of everyday American life. Although the Government initially rejected Rockwell`s offer to create paintings on the "Four Freedoms" theme, the images were publicly circulated when The Saturday Evening Post, one of the nation`s most popular magazines, commissioned and reproduced the paintings. After winning public approval, the paintings served as the centerpiece of a massive U.S. war bond drive and were put into service to help explain the war`s aims. 



 Roosevelt said:  We look forward to a world founded upon four essential 


human freedoms. 
1. The first is freedom of speech and expression--everywhere in the world. 
2. The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way-- everywhere in the world. 
3. The third is freedom from want . . . everywhere in the world. 
4. The fourth is freedom from fear . . . anywhere in the world.
--President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Message to Congress, January 6, 1941 
· The psalmist David gave us something far …..Far better!




READ:  Psalm 23




Keys to the Passage:  There is no doubt that this is a psalm of David.  


The only question is:  Was it written when he was a young boy 



tending his father’s sheep or was he an old man.

1. “The Lord……”  (It is Jehovah….the God of covenant who is our shepherd.)

2. “….my shepherd”    (No one has the right to consider the Lord his shepherd unless --- he has, by faith, received Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of his life.
3. (Note)  Unconverted people are never referred to in Scripture as “sheep”; they are called “goats” -------and we know what happens to spiritual goats!





Five (5) Spiritual Freedoms of Sheep


1.  Freedom from want.  (Verses 1-2)  
· God has promised to meet and supply “all” of our needs.

· “lie down in … green pastures”   It speaks of safety and contentment.  Green pastures were hard to find in many parts of Israel.

· “…still waters”    Sheep will not drink from rushing or turbulent water.


2. Freedom from Depletion (Exhaustion)    (Verse 3)

· “He restores my soul”

· Physically and Spiritually
· Isaiah 40:31   Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, The will run and not get tired, The will walk and not become weary.
· Every time we stray (sheep tend to stray ----- but they don’t “sneak away”) He gently draws us back.

· When our soul becomes overcome with sorrow: He encourages & revives us.

· When our spirit becomes weary and weak: He energizes &renews us.

· “He guides me in the pasts of righteousness”

· “paths”  (Hebrew:  ma’gal) means:  the way clearly marked by traffic

· Not a “rabbit trail” that leads to nowhere…..this is the Path of Life that leads to blessing & peace.


3.  Freedom from Fear  (verse 4)


· “…though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,”

· We are “walking through it” NOT living there!

· A “shadow” has never killed anyone, but the “fear of death & the fear of evil” often does control our lives.

· His “presence” enables us to live in freedom from fear.
· “Your rod and Your staff,”   (Symbols of the shepherd’s office”)

· Your rod:   used to correct & protect 
· Your staff:  used to guide & lift out of danger

4.
 Freedom from Hurry & Worry   (verse 5)

· Unlike Gideon and His 300 men (Judges 7:6), the Lord doesn’t tell us to have “fast food” in the presence of our enemies. 

· He has prepared a “banquet” for us ------- no hurry, no worry, no confusion!

· In the presence of the Great Shepherd, there is perfect peace, even in the midst of our enemies.

· We are “anointed” and our “cup overflows”.
· (Insight)  Shepherds often carried a small flask of oil which they used to “anoint” scratches on the face of the sheep.  (Thorns & Thistles can be a problem.)
· Anointing = = Healing & the Holy Spirit 

· Our “cup” will continually overflow as we are filled with His Spirit


5.   Freedom from Abandonment & Desertion


· Hebrews 13:5c,   “….I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,”  

· “Surely goodness and mercy…..”

· Twin graces:  “Shirley Goodness and her sister, Mercy!”

· “..shall follow me”

· The Hebrew means:  to pursue

· These “twin graces” actively and aggressively pursue us w2hen we seek to walk with the Good Shepherd.

· “…the house of the Lord forever”

· David wasn’t just talking about Heaven or some other “holy place”.

· The sense is that of continually being in the Divine Presence and having constant “communion with Him”.

· Whether it be “resting in green pastures, drinking from still waters, walking through the valley of the shadow of death, or in the presence of our enemies -----God is there with us…….. now and always!

           That’s what we need……..That’s REAL freedom!  Its the kind that lasts.
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