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The Message to Thyatira
· Thyatira is the 4th of the seven churches of Revelation.

· It was the smallest of the cities, but it’s the longest of all the letters.

· Thyatira was about 35 miles Southeast of Pergamum on the road to Sardis.

· It had more trade-guilds than any other Asian city.  It was famous for its woolen and dyeing industry.

· We first hear about Thyatira in Acts 16:14 because of a woman named “Lydia” who was “a seller of purple”.   She was the Apostle Paul’s first convert in Europe. 
· Thyatira is the only church that Jesus tells, “You’re making progress”.  But they also had a serious problem that threatened to destroy them.





READ:  Revelation 2:18-29








Verse 18    (Powerful images)
· Notice carefully that Jesus is called “The Son of God”.

· John sees and describes Him as having “eyes like a flame of fire”, and feet like “burnished bronze” (i.e. high polished).

· To the believers in Thyatira the imagery would have been unmistakable.

· The city’s principle pagan deity was Apollo –the sun god.

· John’s description of Jesus with “eyes like a flame of fire” speaks of Him discerning evil…..because He cannot and will not tolerate it.
· His feet “like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace”.  (Rev. 1:15)

· Feet like “burnish bronze”  speaks of “judgment” = an image of Jesus stamping out evil with judgment.  (Very similar to Isaiah 63:1-6)


            

 Verse 19    “I know your deeds……. that your deeds of late are 



greater than at first.”
· Thyatira is the only one of the 7 churches that is commended for making progress.

· Their deeds were combined with: love and faith and service and perseverance.





Verse 20
“Houston, ----------we have a problem!”
· “….you tolerate the woman Jezebel,”
· (Insight)  God will hold us responsible for our tolerance of a Jezebel Spirit in the church.
· We don’t know if this was her real name……or if she was a well-known woman whose actions made her an obvious example (counterpart) of “wicked” Queen Jezebel in I Kings 16-21.




Ahab & Jezebel  (the Jezebel Spirit)
· Her father was king Sidon …….She corrupted Ahab even more than he already was.  “Surely there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do evil in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife incited him.”  I Kings 21:25 

· She was a tyrant who corrupted her husband, as well as the nation, by promoting pagan worship.

· She was the power behind the throne.

· After Ahab was killed in battle, Jezebel ruled through her son for ten years.

· Her death was a prophetic fulfillment.  (READ:  II Kings 9:30-35)




Notice that what she does: (v.30-31)

1. Paints her eyes

2. Adorned her head

3. Sits in the window and sarcastically mocks Jehu.

· Zimri had wiped out the house of Baasha and then was killed himself after ruling only 7 days.  (I Kings 16:11,18)



      The Jezebel of Revelation  (Notice what Jesus says about her:)
1. She is a self proclaimed prophetess -------God didn’t call her; she called herself.

2. Her teaching was totally false.

3. She knowingly leads people astray ---into immorality and idolatry.

· She was actually a member of the church…and nobody was confronting her.
· Some believe that she was telling the craftsmen in the church that is was “Ok” to join and participate in trade-guilds in spite of the fact that they were heavily steeped in idolatry. 




  God’s judgment would be swift--- on her and everyone 



         associated with her.

1. She would cast on “a bed of sickness” (perhaps as the result of her immorality). (v.22)

2. Those who “commit adultery with her” will experience “great tribulation” unless they repent.  (v.22)

3. Her children (may be her kids or her followers) will be killed by pestilence. (v.23)

4. And, “all the churches” will know that I am He who searches……God judgment will be obvious and it will be obvious that you don’t mess around with sin.




Verse 24   “….the deep things of Satan”
· This is almost like “a tongue-in-cheek” play on words……making fun of the Gnostics and the Nicolaitans who claimed to be the only ones who “knew” and “understood” the deep things of God.  





Blessed are they who “overcome”

· “I will give authority over nations”    (v.26)
· Psalm 2:8&9

· “…as I also have received authority from My Father;” (v.27)

· Since Psalm 2 is fulfilled in Christ through His death, burial and resurrection….. Jesus now has “All authority in Heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28).
· Therefore, since He is in us and we are in Him, His Divine authority can be, (and is) delegated to us as believers.

· What Christ received from the Father-----He shares with us.  Which means: our authority is ultimately from the Father Himself. 





I will give him the morning star.  (v28)



I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the 
churches I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning 
star."  (Revelation 22:16)
· He is the precursor of a “new day”
· Even greater than the privilege of ruling & reigning with Christ will be the joy of “unhindered fellowship” with Him. 
·  It will be the total restoration of the fellowship Adam & Eve once enjoyed in the Garden of Eden. 
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