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High Definition --- Part 2
The Transition
· February 17, 2009 all television station must begin to broadcast in high definition.

· With a converter box or a digital tuner…..you old analog TV will not work.

· TV History:  from …..snowy black/white, ……to color, …..to big screen and projection TV, ……to high definition plasma and LCD screens. 

· The age of electronic communications has seen incredible change……and we have only scratched the surface.

· God has been bringing about change as well. 


 

    Amos 3: 7 “Surely the Lord God does nothing unless He reveals 



His secret counsel to His servants the prophets.”




Theme verse:  (Hebrews 1:1-2)  God, after He spoke long ago 


        to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many 


   ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He 
  
        appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.




The Patriarchs
Adam

· Adam had the ideal relationship with God.  (Genesis 3:8)

· Sin changed everything 

Enoch   (Adam’s [5] great grandson)   Genesis 5:21-24
· He lived to be 365 years old

· “Enoch walked….”
Literally: walked about

· i.e.  Enoch walked about with God.  He had a 365 year relationship with God.
· “…for God took him”
· (Note)  In this chapter it says about all the others “and he died”. 

· Hebrew word means:  “translated”.  It is the same word that is used in II Kings 2:3, 5, to describe the prophet Elijah being taken to heaven.  

Noah      Genesis 6:9
· “Noah walked with God”
Amplified:  [in habitual fellowship]
Abraham    Genesis 18:17-18 / Isaiah 41:8 / II Chronicles 20:7
· James 2:23   and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend of God.
Moses    

· Deuteronomy 5:23-27    (  The people were afraid to hear from God themselves.

· Deuteronomy 18:15-19    “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me…….”      (i.e.  Messiah / Samuel)

The Transition   (from the Judges to the Prophets)





READ:  I Samuel 3:1-20



  
Samuel was both a judge and a prophet

· He was “the bridge” between the two.

· Samuel was the last of the Judges in a span of 350 years who ruled Israel.




Verse 1   “Now the boy Samuel…..”
· Josephus the Jewish historian (Antiquities v. 10.4) says that Samuel was 12 years old.  
· At this age a Jewish boy became a “son of the law” and was regarded as personally responsible for his obedience to the law.  

      (i.e.  Our “age of accountability”)

· “And a word from the Lord……”

· Literally:  The Word of the Lord was precious…..

· The Word of the Lord was prized because:

1.  It was the Word of the Lord

2. It was rare

· Communications from God were so infrequent that Samuel became “an overnight sensation” and was “renown” as a prophet from this time forward.



          Insights -----Key to Hearing  From God

1.  (verse 3)  “…..where the ark of God was,”
· Samuel was in the place where God’s presence dwells.

· You have to get into the presence of the Lord if you want to hear from Him.

2.  (verse 4)   “Here I am.”  (i.e.  Don’t hide!)
· Samuel wasn’t hiding…..he wanted to be found.

3.  (verse 5)  “…he ran to Eli and said….”

· Samuel was eager to serve and eager to please.

· Three (3) times he ran to Eli.

4.  (verse 7)  “Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord,”
· Samuel had never experience a revelation of God for himself.

· Samuel was busy and faith in the work of the Lord, but he didn’t “know” the Lord.

· (Insight)  It is possible to be in church…..doing thing for God…..serving faithfully, but not know God.

5.  (verse 10)  “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

· Samuel was listening and expecting the Lord to speak.

· He had settled the question of ownership:  “your servant”.

· Literally the phrase means:  to listen or hear with a view to obey.

· Samuel had predetermined that whatever God said; whatever God told him to do…..he was going to do it!

6.  (verse 15)  “So Samuel lay down until morning.  Then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord.”
· Samuel continued to serve and be faithful in his area of responsibility.

7.  (verses 16-18)  “So Samuel told him………..”
· Samuel passed his first test as a prophet.

· He didn’t water it down……..he said exactly what God had said.

8.  (verse 19-20)  “Thus Samuel grew and……….”
· Samuel continued to serve and have a teachable spirit.

· There is always more to learn……..more areas where we need growth.

· “…the Lord was with him and let none of his words fail.  All Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the Lord.”




It is the Lord who needs to confirm His Word and us.  If we try 

      to do it ourselves (in our own strength and wisdom) we are headed   
      for disaster and failure!




     Our Prayer


Lord, give us:



Eyes to see where You are working.



Ears to hear what You are saying and what You want us to do.



And a Heart that is eager to obey.
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