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Tech Support

· In this digital age of high tech electronic gadgets, tech support is vital.

· How would we survive without:
1. Telephone support

2. Online support

3. Email

4. Online conferencing

· Today more than ever, we are a culture built on networking.  It’s all about knowing the right people.
· Spiritually we also need to be connected.
· Without a network of support, it is very difficult to survive.



(Insight)  Spiritually detached people are like detached tendons; 
totally non-functional and destined to atrophy.

                              READ:  Ephesians 4:11-16



   Three (3) Areas of Support
1.  Five-fold Ministry   (Apostles, Prophets, etc.)

2. Spiritual Fathers   (i.e. mentors)

3. The Church Family: Brothers & Sisters





   Five-fold Ministry

Ephesians 2:19-22    So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

· They equip the saints to do the work of ministry (v.12)

· They build up the saints and promote unity. 

· They impart their ministry gift.

· They bring the vision and wisdom of the larger Body of Christ (global perspective)





Spiritual Fathers

· 1 Corinthians 4:15     For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 
· Spiritual fathers are individuals that God has used to “spiritually” birth something in us and/or mentor us (grow us) in the Kingdom. 

· Hebrews 13:7    Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.
· I Corinthians 11:1   Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.  (I Cor. 4:16)





The Church

· It was Jesus Christ who birthed and established the Church.

· It was Jesus (Ephesians 4:11) who gave it order and structure.

· People who divorce themselves from the organized Church and say, “I don’t need the Church” are just plain wrong!





I Corinthians 12:14-27



     14For the body is not one member, but many.  15If the foot says, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  16And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  18But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.  19If they were all one member, where would the body be?  20But now there are many members, but one body.  21And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."  22On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary;  23and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable,  24whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.   26And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  27Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it. 

· Detached members of the Body don’t function very well and they seldom survive.

· The idea of a believer not being committed to or a part of a local church is a FOREIGN CONCEPT to the New Testament.
· We all know what happens to sheep who are separated from the flock; they become easy prey for wolves!  
· Beware of self proclaimed “spiritual people” who subtly undermine and question the motives of leadership or who try to draw you away from the church to themselves -------they are most likely “spiritual wolves” and they will ----have you for lunch! 




Hebrews 10:23-25   Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.


       Regular attendance is important for:
1. Your own spiritual well being
· No relationship can survive without commitment. 
· As a general rule, we get as much out of a relationship as we are will to put into it.

2. Your children, because you teach more by your actions and example than you do by your words.
· If you are not willing to commit…..and then follow through with your commitment, you are teaching your kids a destructive pattern of living.  
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