7 Churches of Revelation – Ephesus 
READ Rev. 1:9-14; 17-20  introduction

· Letter is written by John son of Zebedee 
· Also wrote the Gospel of John and the letters of 1,2,3 John

· Some debate if it was another John (the presbyter)

· But, It was (a) John on the island of Patmos

· He on a 4 x 8 mile island off the coast of modern Turkey 

· It was probably a prison colony 

· Jesus is the giver of the revelation

· This book is meant to be read and understood

· 2000 years ago Jesus said, “the time is short”

· Not meant to be endlessly charted and prophetically allegorized

· There are 7 lamp stands (1:20) they are the 7 churches 

· Jesus is walking among them

· There are 7 stars – (either) Angel or Pastor overseeing the church

· Letter are addressed to the angel of the church …

· Someone who has a responsibility for those people

· Jesus holds them in his hand!

READ Rev. 2:1-7  letter to the church at Ephesus

· Deeds, Hard work, Perseverance 

· Faithful, involved, sticking thru even the hard times

· Cannot tolerate wicked men – (not sinners, they were welcome!)
· Linked to testing those who claim to be sent by God

· Acts 20: 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard!
· You have persevered hardship because of the name of Jesus

· We usually do the opposite

· We will stay silent about our beliefs (right/wrong) to keep from offending people

· ILL. Facebook comments about Planned Parenthood

· TODAY – faithful church attendees, involved in a ministry at our church, a stand-up Christian in the community – Actively Involved People

· Every church has Core People - Actively Involved People – Fringe People

· Core people (Jesus disciples) in inner few who are sold out

· Actively Involved People (traveling followers) the 20% that get things done

· Fringe people (crowds) those who come for the show, leave easily offended

· Yet I hold this against you

· Some say “God is a god of love and would never do that” (Hell, judgment)

· You have forsaken your first love
· One sentence (uses a whole paragraph to describe their good deeds)

· Because you know when you have lost it (Passion for God)

· Once you’ve lost your passion for God, church becomes about being entertained or having your needs met --- not worshipping God

· Elders have been looking at do we stay at 2 services (with the economy and people moving)
· At 85% capacity you will stop growing – so 2 services

· There is a ‘buzz’ when everyone is together in one big service

· Feels like the last year we have really lost ‘momentum’

· There is a period of time that you can safely attend as part of the fringe, but if you then don’t decide to 100% commit your life to serving Jesus and take the next step to becoming actively involved you will deceive yourself into thinking you are fine. I’m not saying you won’t go to heaven (that’s God’s call!) but your life here on earth will be hell!

· Vs. 5 Jesus says “Repent!” turn yourself around!

· Do what you did it first

· “forsaken” implies that they intentionally walked away from first love

· Like a newly-wed, or engaged couple vs. old grumpy married couple

· Find what brings passion back into your relationship

· Stop the things that are killing you passion!

· Or I (Jesus) will remove your candle stand (church)

· This is the only church he says that to!

· Having a church that looks good but doesn’t love Jesus is something God will not tolerate!

· If you’ve got ears you had better listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying to the churches

· You had better not ignore the warning that God is sending … in his mercy!

· God is not saying get out! But get it fixed!!!

· Repent of sin

· Stop making excuses for it

· Doing the work of the kingdom is no substitute for a relationship with the King!

· BUT!!! (vs7) if you overcome, Jesus says, “I will give you the right to eat of the tree of life”!!!!!

· Genesis (3:20-24)   Why did God banish Adam and Eve from the garden?

· Not because they sinned

· He covered that!!!! The garments of skin – first blood sacrifice!

· When we sin … Jesus paid for it all! (even the big ones)
· Because if they ate of the tree of life as they were they would have been eternally stuck in their sins, no redemption, no propitiation

· After He banished them he put an armed guard at the tree, so no one could get there

· Now Jesus says if you repent, if you really follow him and serve him with you whole heart … He will ask the cherubim to stand down so that you may eat from the tree of life!

· Does that sound like a God that is mad at you? … NO!

· But He says sooner or later you have to make a decision!

· Are you willing to do what it takes to find that first love passion for God? 

· There are a lot of people who really want a good marriage or to be good parents but in the end it was just too much work!

