December 14, 2008
         “Does Jesus Care……?”

· There are times when we are doing “exactly” what Jesus told us to do…..and yet storms come up in our lives that threaten to destroy us.
· It is easy in times like that to say, “Jesus……where are You?.....Do something!........Don’t You care about what is happening to me?” 
· Well, He does care……..He knows what is going on……and He is not in a panic because He knows the purpose for the storm AND He has a plan.
· It is a fact of life…………sometimes bad things happen to good people.   And, we don’t understand “Why”.

· We haven’t done anything wrong…..we didn’t commit some terrible sin; but we suddenly find ourselves in the middle of a storm.
· It is easy to be just like the disciples and wonder, “Jesus, where are You…….and do You even care that I’m about to go under?” 



       READ:  Mark 4:35-41
(Matt. 8:18-27; Luke 8:22-25)

The Context of the Passage

· Jesus had been teaching all day long along the Sea of Galilee.
· The crowds had become so large that Jesus got into a boat to teach.

· So, when verse 36 says that they took Jesus with them in the boat, “just as He was”, it is a reference to the fact that He had been in the boat teaching the multitude.

· The Sea of Galilee often experienced sudden, violent storms.  That is because it is approximately 700 feet (213 meters) below sea level and the valleys descending to the lake act like a giant wind tunnel.

· So, the storms were nothing new to Simon Peter and the other fishermen in the boat with Jesus.  (Insight) Notice too (v.36) theirs wasn’t the only boat that got caught in the storm (other people were in danger too).  

· In spite of the fact that most of them were experienced seamen, they panicked and thought they were all about to die.

· In their defense, one of the resources I checked described this particular storm as being more like a hurricane.

· Most of us can identify with the disciples when we find ourselves in a panic……….we wonder too if Jesus cares.





(The Point of the Message)



   Jesus not only wants to see us through the storm-----He wants 
us to learn to exercise spiritual authority and walk in Faith.





Jesus is in our boat

1. The disciples were in the place they were supposed to be.

2. Jesus was with them…….in spite of the storm. 

3. No matter what you are going through Jesus is right there with you.

4. Jesus can still the storm……He will speak to the winds and the waves, but He also wants us to learn how to “speak the Word” and exercise spiritual authority when the storms of life come crashing in.

5. (Insight)  Jesus was asleep, but that did not mean He didn’t care.

· First of all, the fact that Jesus was sleeping speaks to His humanity.  Remember He had ministered all day to the crowd.  Physically He was tired.

· Mark’s Gospel is the only one to mention “the cushion” in the rear of the boat (the stern).

· Second, what Jesus did demonstrated His (Divine) authority over the forces of nature.

· When Jesus “rebuked” the winds and the waves, it is the same word that is used in Luke 4:39 to describe how He dealt with the fever in Simon Peter’s mother-in-law.  He rebuked it!
· We need to learn to “rebuke the storm”…..instead giving in to fear!

· (Insight)  The winds and the waves had to obey Jesus; after all they were created in Him, through Him and for Him…….and in Him all things hold together! (Colossians 1:15-17)


· When we begin to recognize and exercise the spiritual authority we have in Jesus Christ, ... things will begin to change in our lives.




Face Your Fears


· There is clearly a tone of resentment in the disciples’ words, “Master don’t you care……..?”
· Two different words for “afraid”.

· Verse 40
Jesus said, “Why are you afraid?  How is it you have no faith?”
· The word literally means: “to be a coward”.

· We might say, “Why are you being such a wimp!”

· They should have stood in faith knowing that Jesus was in the boat with them.  They had seen His miracles.

· They should have begun to exercise faith by speaking to the wind and the waves.  

· Verse 41
“They became very much afraid and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?”
· The word here means: to have reverence….awe and wonder.   That is a healthy kind of fear.

· Proverbs 1:7 says that, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”
· “Who then is this,…..”   The disciples didn’t fully understand, but they realized that Jesus was far greater than they have originally thought.

· (Insight)  When our eyes are opened and we begin to see the awesome power of Jesus our faith will begin to move to new heights.





The Culture of “Me”


· We live in a culture that is consumed with “Self”.

1. It’s all about “Me”…what I want and when I want it.

2. You should be there for “Me”.

3. I expect it…..I deserve it -----it’s my RIGHT!

· We (people) want Jesus (the Church and people in the Church) to be there---whenever we need or want them to “fix things” for us.

· “What have you done for me today?”



    Created in His Image…….Entrusted With Dominion



READ: Genesis 1:26 & 28
· Man was created in God’s image: not so much physically, but in Personality & Character.

· Therefore, out of His Divine Image……. flows Divine Authority (Dominion & Rule). 

· Rule:  (Dominion) is both natural and moral.  Man, as God’s representative, was/is to rule the earth. 




(Insight:  The Progression of Dominion) 

1.  Genesis 1:26 & 28, man was given “Dominion”

2. This was not given to Noah and descendants (Genesis 9:1) 

3. Psalm 8:6-8

4. Dominion (authority) restored in and through Christ (Heb. 2:8).

5. Based on His authority and dominion, Jesus declared “Kingdom Rule” to believers in the Great Commission.  Matthew 28:18-20




The “Truth” Made Real    (5 Principles)

1.  Get it down into your spirit, Jesus has promised that He will never leave you or forsake you.

2.  He does care about what you are going through……..and He will not let you go under!  Just hold on……don’t panic……don’t let fear take over in your life…….you can trust Him.

3.  The storm Jesus has not taken by surprise; therefore there was no need to panic.  He could take a nap…..He could rest and let the waves rock Him to sleep.  After all, He knows what is happening  and He knows what He is going to do about it. 

4.  There is nothing that comes into our lives that is a surprise to Jesus.

5.  Start exercising your faith……begin to “speak” to the storm…….even if it seems small and weak.  Don’t be a spirit wimp!  Jesus will honor your faith.  



Yes……Jesus DOES care!
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