
February 1, 2009


A Future & A Hope
· I struggled before the Lord…. “Lord, what do you want to say to Your people?”

· How do we face these uncertain times?  There are so many lay-offs and plant closings…….and so much fear.

· I felt like:   God wanted us to re-focus our attention…..off of the problems and on to His and His promises.
· God is in control ---- He knows what is happening -----and He has a plan we can trust.





READ:  Jeremiah 29:4-14
· There is no substitute for REPENTANCE.

· So often we come up with all the reasons why “It’s not our fault”.  

· The truth is------ it is our fault and we simply need to REPENT.





The Context of the Passage:

· Jeremiah’s letter was sent to about 3,023 Jews who had been carried away to Babylon around 598 B.C.
· They were told:

1. Live your lives as normally as possible.

2. Wait for God’s deliverance which will come in 70 years.

3. Don’t be deceived by false prophets




Opening up the Passage




1. It was God who sent them into exile.  (v4)

· Clearly they were under Divine judgment.

· They were going to have to endue 70 years of bondage.

· (Insight)  Sin always has consequences.

· What makes us think as Americans that we can or will escape God’s judgment

· We are already a nation under Divine Judgment.  (Three aspects: Economic, Environmental, and Political)

· (Principle)  The only remedy is REPENTANCE.





2.  Build houses…..put down roots because, “You’re going to 

    be here for awhile’!  (v.5)

· Don’t think or live like everything will be to be back to normal by tomorrow.

· “plant gardens and eat the produce” ……  prepare for a long stay.

· Make a life for yourself.  God says, “Ok, I sent you here….you are going to be here for 70 years, so deal with it and prepare for it.”

· (Insight)  The situation we find ourselves in is not going to change overnight.  God has allowed this…..He’s not surprised and He wants to do something in us ---- so embrace it.  It is what it is!




 3  Start thinking “multiplication”.  (v.6)

· “Take wives and become the fathers of sons…..”  

· Ok men, that does not means should become a polygamist with 3 or 4 wives!

· (Insight)  This goes far beyond having children and grand children.  This speaks of “spiritual increase”.

· (Principle)  God can and will bring His increase in your life…..in spite of your circumstances and Divine judgment.  
· Self-pity will open the door to “decrease” in your life.

· This has nothing to do with “the power of Positive Thinking”, but has everything to do with “embracing God’s purposes” in your life.

· (Key)  When we embrace the discipline of God in our lives it releases His creative power for spiritual growth and increase in our lives.




     4. “For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord (v.11) 

· God knows what He is doing.  

· Isaiah 46: 9-10,  9"Remember the former things long past,
         For I am God, and there is no other;
         I am God, and there is no one like Me, 
    10Declaring the end from the beginning,
         And from ancient times things which have not 

been done,
         Saying, 'My purpose will be established,
         And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';
· “…not for calamity”

· Everything ------EVERYTHING that God brings into our lives as believers is for His glory and our ultimate good.

· “….to give you a future”

· To give us “a hope”

· Without “hope” we are hopeless!

· Our hope is a person (not a dream or a wish)    

         I Timothy 1:1 “….and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope,”




 Call, Come, Pray, Seek, and Find  (v.12-14)
· (Insight)  These are the steps we need to take in order to enter into all that God has for us.

· Step One:  Call upon Me
· You can’t look to yourself or to man to solve your problems.

· Our “only hope” is in Him. 

· Step Two:  Come and Pray to Me
· You have to humble your self.

· Get serious about Prayer and spending time with God.

· (Insight)  When we do our part ---- God does His (i.e. “I will listen to you”)

· Step Three:   Seek and Search for Him
· We seek His face…..more than His hand of Blessing.

· If all we do is seek God for what we can get out of Him……the focus is still on us and not Him.
· Psalm 105: 3-4,    3Glory in His holy name;
       Let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad. 
    4Seek the LORD and His strength;
         Seek His face continually.  

· We have get in the Word and get the Word into us!




     His Promise of Restoration   (v.13-14)      (The Message)

13-14"When you come looking for me, you'll find me. "Yes, when you get serious about finding me and want it more than anything else, I'll make sure you won't be disappointed." God's Decree. "I'll turn things around for you. I'll bring you back from all the countries into which I drove you"—God's Decree—"bring you home to the place from which I sent you off into exile. You can count on it.

· His promise goes far beyond material possessions.

· Restoration is about “Relationship” and living in “Divine Favor”




      It’s Time For Us to Act

1.  We need to REPENT or our sins ….and the sins of our nation.

2.  We need to Call on God ….and Pray

3.  We need to Seek His Face, more than His hand of blessing.
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